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1910. In this final volume, which is sufficiently complete to stand by itself, the 
author recapitulates his former studies in brief as the proper background upon 
which to draw his really excellent picture of the present state of the great French 
colony in Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. While the author is strongly national" 
and earnest in his belief that these southern shores of the Mediterranean properly 
belong to his country he has left the diplomatic history almost wholly out of this 
record. But to those who seek a full story of the civic and social progress of this 
colonial successor of the Saracen empire this history will be found invaluable. 

William Churchill. 
Specimens of Bushman Folklore. Collected by the late W. H. I. Bleek 
and L. C. Lloyd; edited by the latter. With an Introduction by George McCall 
Theal. xl and 468 pp. Ills., appendix. George Allen & Co., Ltd., London, 
1911. $6.50. 9x6. 

In these days when any one with a liking for the Marquis of Carabas and 
Aladdin may apologize for the soundness of his literary taste by calling it in- 
terest in folklore we cannot praise too highly the rugged honesty of the ma- 
terial which this volume offers. Folklore is something far more valuable than 
the mere telling of tales of old wives in the sun. Such tales give us our surest 
access to the minds of primitive folk, and without this knowledge of the mind 
and soul of the elemental folk of our kind we are to be forever barred from the 
truths of social evolution. The collector of such material must put aside all 
thought of translation into smooth English, transliteration of the thought must 
be the aim of the conscientious student. Sentences may be sententious till they 
snap like a whiplash, continuity of the flow of thought may seem lacking, con- 
nectives absent; yet these are the very details upon which the careful student 
is to base his knowledge of the thought method of those to whom the stories are 
literature. 

That is the most salient characteristic of the stories collected in this volume. 
They have been dealt with honestly, they may be used for more advanced 
study with whole confidence that they have not been distorted in the record and 
the rendering. Nor is this all. The senior author, Dr. Bleek, had already won 
fame by his comparative studies of the Bantu and the Hottentot. The world 
was awaiting in high expectation a great work of his pen on these tongues. 
But the poor unknown Bushmen came within his reach, he put aside the entic- 
ing prospect, plunged into the hard labor of Bushman studies. This volume is 
the result, the one authoritative record of this pygmy people whom some regard 
as the persistent survival of palaeolithic man. The sacrifice he made was great. 
This volume should have been his reward ; it stands as his monument. W. C. 

Tripolitania e Cirenaica dal Mediterraneo al Sahara. Monografia 

Storico-Geografica. By Arcangelo Ghisleri. 198 pp. Maps, ills. Societa 

Editoriale Italiana Istituto Italiano d'Arti Grafiche, Milano-Bergamo, 1912. 
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This is an excellent monograph which, though elementary in scope, covers the 

salient facts of our knowledge of the region. A short historical sketch precedes 

the geographical notes that comprise the main part of the work. The reader is 

enabled to determine the relative importance of Tripoli from the days of roving 

Phoenicians, five centuries B. C. at least, to the present military operations of the 

Italians. The author evidently took particular pains to mention the work of 

modern explorer?, although not in the form of a continuous record. These notes, 

in fact, are dispersed throughout the text. 

In the second and third parts, the general geography of Tripolitania is re- 
viewed. The description is accompanied by anthropogeographic notes of value. 
The coastal region is treated with much detail. The author says that no moun- 
tain chain properly so called exists in the former vilayet of Tripoli and that the 
mountains which were supposed to extend from east to west across this territory 
were only a series of sand dunes which explorers proceeding from north to south 
had erroneously regarded as the foothills of a southern chain. The book ends 
with a description of the deserts and oases of the hinterland. A list of the main 
caravan routes is appended. Some good maps and many photo-engravings illus- 
trate the book. Leon Dominian. 



